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A. OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE (The objectives are formulated in terms of professional skills): 

The general objective of 
the discipline 

• Acquisition of theoretical knowledge regarding the general 
framework of the history of Eastern Christianity with its 
confessional traditions and divisions and the various 
components of the intangible heritage transmitted to our times. 

Specific objectives:  
 

• Understanding the need for a comparative approach to the 
history of Eastern Christian communities from the perspective 
of capitalizing on inter-Christian and inter-religious dialogue 
based on common points, avoiding divergent elements 
• The systematic presentation of historical sources and the 
discussion of scholarly literature for the deepening of the 
cultural diversity of Eastern Christianity, based on the 
conditions and relationships specific to each period and the 
promotion of tolerance and inclusion models 
• Promoting Christian traditions from the Middle East in the 
European and international academic discourse to safeguard 
the material and immaterial heritage of these communities and 
contribute to ensuring the transition to new generations. 

 
B. TERMS (where applicable) 

For the course 
organization 

•  

 
C. SPECIFIC ACCUMULATED COMPETENCES (Regards the competencies provided by the 
study program of which the discipline is a part) 

Professional skills • Ability to prepare scientific papers and experimental reports; 
• Increased ability to understand Eastern historical texts and 
their correlation with transversal cultural phenomena; 



• Capacity for comparative analysis of monotheistic religions 
(Christianity, Judaism, Islam) from the Mediterranean world 
and the Middle East; 
• Approaching and understanding material and immaterial 
religious heritage from the perspective of the importance of 
intercultural dialogue; 
• Avoiding rivalries, resorting to dialogue, consensus and 
tolerance, based on the historical examples identified in the 
scholarly literature; 
• The ability to critically interpret research results and present 
them to the general public; 
• The ability to quickly assimilate and correctly evaluate new 
concepts and information; 
• Ability to formulate hypotheses and identify alternative 
solutions, respectively in demonstrating their relevance. 

Transversal skills • Team work skills; 
• Language and communication skills; 
• Respect, development and promotion of professional values 
and ethics; 
• Adaptation to new technologies, professional and personal 
development, through continuous training. 

 
D. THE CONTENT OF THE DISCIPLINE 

a) Course 

Chapter Contents No. 
hours 

1.  Introduction to the Comparative History of Oriental 
Communities: Arab Christians, Syrian Orthodox, Assyrians, 
Armenians, Copts, Ethiopians 

2 

2.  Monasticism, asceticism and hagiographical literature of Syriac 
tradition 

2 

3. Liturgical Ritual and Sacred Geography in Eastern Christianity 
and Islam. Case study: pilgrimage to the holy places 

2 

4. Inter-Christian and Inter-religious Polemical Literature in the 
Mediterranean World in Antiquity and the Middle Ages 

2 

5. The material and immaterial heritage of Eastern Christianity in 
the modern period (church institutions, monastic and cultural 
centers - manuscript collections) 

2 

 Total hours 10 

 
D. EVALUATION (The methods, forms of evaluation and their weight in determining the final 
grade are specified. The minimum performance standards are indicated, related to the skills 
defined in point A. Objectives of the discipline) 
 
 



Type of activity  Evaluation criteria Evaluation 
methods 

Weight from 
the final 

grade 

Course • Acquisition of the knowledge 
taught in the course; 

• Accuracy and quality of the 
answers to the exam subjects; 

• Ability to analyze and 
synthesize; 

• Creativity and originality: the 
ability to understand and 
render transversal themes and 
their possible connection with 
the doctoral theme. 

Checked with: 
 
-Written 
examination  
 

100 % 
 
 

The results of the subject evaluation are expressed by the following qualifications: “Very 
good”; “Good”; “Satisfactory”; “Unsatisfactory”. The grades “Very good”, “Good” and 
"Satisfactory" allow the doctoral student to obtain the credits. 

 
 
F. METHODOLOGICAL REMARKS 
Lecture combined with dialogue. Use of modern teaching aids (ppt). Course support. 
 
G. CORROBRATION OF THE CONTENT OF THE COURSE WITH THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EPISTEMIC COMMUNITY, PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND 
REPRESENTATIVE EMPLOYERS FROM THE FIELD RELATED TO THE PROGRAM 

• The discipline provides a base of theoretical knowledge from historical sources for 
understanding the evolution of religious communities in the Middle East and the 
diversity of beliefs (phenomenon with major cultural impact in the societies of this 
space, witness of millennial civilizations). 

• The discipline falls within the general area of historical sciences and intercultural 
dialogue, offering basic benchmarks to the doctoral student for the knowledge and 
understanding of transversal religious processes in the Middle East, and academic 
approaches in reading texts and manuscripts with modern research methodologies. 
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